
 
Board of Prisoner Card Release Act (ID’s upon release)  

Backgrounder and Talking Points  
 

Tuesday, January 27th 1:30pm (EST)/ 12:30pm Central/ 10:30am Pacific 
 
This special session of “Call With Us!” is hosted by Jews for a Secular Democracy (JFASD), 
Voting Access for All Coalition (VAAC).  Black and Pink National, and Center for Employment 
Opportunities.  Funding provided by Jews for Freedom.  
 
Background H.R.5152: 
The BOP Release Card ID Act is proposed federal legislation that would require the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons to issue a valid government photo identification card to people at the time they 
are released from federal custody. 
 
The BOP Release Card ID Act would require the Bureau of Prisons to issue a standardized 
identification card to every person released from federal custody. This release ID would provide 
immediate proof of identity, helping people access employment, housing, health care, and 
essential services upon reentry. While the card would not be REAL ID compliant, it would serve 
as a critical bridge to obtaining state issued identification, including REAL ID, and reduce the 
barriers people face during the transition home.  
 
 
Lack of ID is one of the largest barriers people face after incarceration. Without ID, people are 
often blocked from: 

●​ Registering to vote or updating voter records 
●​ Securing housing or shelter 
●​ Starting employment 
●​ Accessing public benefits or health care 
●​ Opening a bank account 
●​ Complying with parole or probation requirements 

 
If passed, the Act would: 

●​ Ensure people leave federal prison with an ID in hand 
●​ Make the ID usable to access basic services such as housing, employment, health care, 

and benefits 
●​ Create a clear pathway for people to convert the release ID into a state issued ID 
●​ Reduce delays and gaps that often leave people without identification for weeks or 

months after release 
 



 
Sample Talking Points  

●​ Ask them to vote Yes on HR 5152! 
●​ Each year, hundreds of people return home from incarceration without ready access to 

state ID. 
●​ Without ID, people can’t 

○​ complete I-9s,  
○​ secure housing 
○​ Healthcare 
○​ Open a bank account. 

●​ Many states are currently working on passing legislation that secures Vital Docs for 
individuals upon release 

 
Resources on Legislation  

●​ https://barrymoore.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-barry-moore-introduces-bureau-pr
isons-release-card-id-act 

●​ https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5152 
 

Why is this a Democracy Issue:  
ID access is foundational to democracy. Not having an ID is a barrier to voting.  
 
Why is this an Economic and Criminal Justice Issue:  
No ID means no access, which fuels instability, homelessness, and re criminalization. Having an 
ID is crucial for economic security.  
 
Why is this a Jewish Issue: 
Judaism teaches us that voting is both a civic duty and a mitzvah. It is written that rulers can not 
be appointed without consulting with the entire community and that we must work for the 
betterment of all society. 
eformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/social-justice-reform-judaism/whats-so-jewish-about-voting 
 
How to find your elected representatives: 
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member 
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative 
https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm 
 
 
You can also call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at 202-224-3121 and ask to be connected with 
your Senator’s or Representative’s office. 
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